THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

"players at Fort Cumberland." His diary shows
that in 1768 the couple at Mount Vernon " & ye two
children were up to Alexandria to see the Inconstant
or the way to win him acted/' which was probably
an amateur performance. Furthermore, Duer tells
us that " I was not only frequently admitted to the
presence of this most august of men, in propria per-
sona, but once had the honor of appearing before
him as one of the dramatis persons in the tragedy
of Julius Caesar, enacted by a young 'American
Company/ (the theatrical corps then performing in
New York being called the 'Old American Com-
pany') in the garret of the Presidential mansion,
wherein before the magnates of the land and the
elite of the city, I performed the part of Brutus
to the Cassius of my old school-fellow, Washington
Custis."

The theatre was by no means the only show that
appealed to Washington. He went to the circus
when opportunity offered, gave nine shillings to a
"man who brought an elk as a show," three shillings
and ninepence "to hear the Armonica," two dollars
for tickets "to see the automatum," treated the
"Ladies to ye Microcosm" and paid to see wax-
works, puppet shows, a dancing bear, and a lioness
and tiger. Nor did he avoid a favorite Virginia
pastime, but attended cockfights when able. His
frequent going to concerts has been already men-
tioned.

Washington seems to have been little of a reader
except of books on agriculture, which he bought,
read, and even made careful abstracts of many, andhension of further personality, and he indulged in that which was
